Latin America
A. Divided into three Parts


1. Middle America - Mexico/Central America


2. Caribbean Islands


3. South America

B. Major Landforms


1. Middle America - Mexico/Central America


a. located at the boundary of plates




- earthquakes and volcanoes




- fertile soil from the deposits of ash and lava



b. Mountains:  Sierra Madre Occidental, Sierra Madre Oriental,



    Sierra Madre del Sur


c. Mexican Plateau – central Mexico


c. Two Peninsulas:  Yucatan Peninsula, Baja California



d. isthmus:  Isthmus of Panama, Isthmus of Tehuantepec


2. Caribbean Islands



a. coral islands



b. volcanic islands



c. three major island groups




* Greater Antilles :  Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti, Dominican 





Republic, Puerto Rico



* Lesser Antilles:  an archipelago





Windward Islands, Leeward Islands



* Bahamas – an archipelago

3. South America



a. Mountains:  Andes – longest mountain range in the world


b. Highlands:  Brazilian Highlands, Guiana Highlands 



c. Desert:  Atacama Desert


d. Plains:  Gran Chaco, Pampas, Patagonia, Llanos


e. Rivers:  Amazon River – longest river in Latin America





Parana River, Paraguay River, Uruguay River





Orinoco River – carries fertile soil to the Llanos


d. Amazon Rain Forest (Brazil)




*largest and most varied mass of vegetation anywhere in 




   the world




*covers an area that is 2/3 the size of the U.S.




* contains thousands of plants and animals




*home to world’s largest snake – anaconda




*home to world’s biggest rodent – capybara




*home to a flesh eating fish - piranha
